GOD  AND  NATURE

ments of personality, no human traits, but an energy
upon whose currents solar systems are but bubbles.
In the presence of it man and the race of man
are less than motes in the air. I doubt if any mind
can expand its conception of God sufficiently to
meet the astounding disclosures of modern science.
It is easier to say there is no God. The universe is
so tmhuman, that is, it goes its way with so little
thought of man. He is but an incident, not an end,
We must adjust our notions to the discovery that
things are not shaped to him, but that he is shaped
to them. The air was not made for his lungs, but
he has lungs because there is air; the light was not
created for his eye, but he has eyes because there m
light. All the forces of nature are going their own
way; man avails himself of them, or catches a ride
as best he can. If he keeps his seat, he prospers; if
he misses his hold and falls, he is crushed. Mankind
used to think that the dews and rains were sent for
their benefit, and the church still encourages thin
idea by praying for rain in times of drought, but the
notion is nearly dissipated. To such a mind as (Or-
dinal Newman the spectacle of the work! caused u
similar moral shiver and doubt to that which eroascd
the mind of the little Scotch boy when he looked
out upon the wild pass in the mountain*. He dow
not see God there; he says it is like looking into a
mirror and not seeing his own face* Ami the proof*
that are drawn from without, from the fuetH of hu-
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